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enthusiastic antiquary, and he used his press chiefly
for printing fugitive pieces relating to the history of
the county of Durham. The first piece with a date
was Collections relating to St. Edmund's Hospital,
printed in 1769, and the last a tract which he printed
for his friend Thomas Pennant in 1788, entitled Of
the Patagonians, of which only 40 copies were
worked off.

The productions of his press were very numerous,
but of no great merit. Allan was his own composi-
tor, and gave much time to his hobby; but his
printer appears to have been a dissolute and dirty
workman, who caused him much annoyance and
trouble. Altogether it may safely be said that
Allan's press cost him a great deal more than it was
worth.

Another of those who tried thek hand at amateur
printing was Francis Blomefield, the historian of
Norfolk, who started a press at his rectory at Fers-
field. Here he printed the first volume of his
History in 1736, and also the History of Thetford, a
thin quarto volume, in 1739. But the result was
an utter failure. The type was bad to begin with,
and the attempt to use red ink on the title-pages
only made matters worse. The press-work was
carelessly done ; and it is not surprising to find that
the second volume of the History, published in 1745,
was entrusted to a Norwich printer.

The celebrated John Wilkes also carried on a
private printing-office at his house in Great George